Learn to Lead: We’ll teach you how!
SSC Youth Leadership Training Opportunities
by Jon Barrows, SSC Trainings Director

Students at high schools and on college campuses around the country have been busy.  Last fall, they collected 350,000 pledges from their peers, committing to civic engagement around building a clean energy economy.  This February (Feb 27-March 2), they’ll gather in record numbers (10,000 strong!) in our nation’s capitol for Power Shift ’09 (www.powershift09.org), prepared to deliver a message to our leaders: we need bold climate action now! 

Youth are also active at the local level, passing green fees to purchase renewable energy and retrofit old buildings, passing policies that require new buildings to meet LEED certification standards, converting vehicle fleets to bio-diesel, getting their schools to commit to reducing greenhouse gas emissions to zero over the next couple decades, and demanding national leaders follow their lead.  And that’s just the beginning.  It’s like the ‘60s without the drugs.  

How did they do it?  Many of these students attended one of the Sierra Student Coalition’s Summer Environmental Leadership Training programs.  In 2009, the SSC will run 9 programs across the country (see www.ssc.org/sprog for dates and locations).  The demand for these trainings has grown exponentially in recent years.  We trained twice as many youth is 2008 as in 2007.  

“While the demand is intense, we need as much help as we can get to spread the word about the programs,” said Jon Barrows, Trainings Director for the SSC, “if you are a high school or college-aged youth, or know any; if you are a teacher or know one, please pass the word along about these programs.”  

Participants learn from some of the top youth organizers in the nation in these peer-to-peer training programs.  Over the course of the week, participants learn how to start or sustain a group, recruit and develop new leaders, engage in strategic campaign planning, plan effective events, work with the media, engage their leaders and much, much more.  Additionally, participants will enjoy playing games, hiking, and meeting other like-minded students.  

Every year the programs change lives!  Participants leave inspired and empowered to be leaders and bring out leadership in others.  This is the way we build a movement.  Past participants have gone on to become National Director of the SSC, sit on the Sierra Club’s National Board of Directors, land jobs working for the Sierra Club, SSC and other environmental groups and dozens of other prominent leadership positions on national and local levels.  

According to past participants, the program “bridges the gap between wanting to make a difference, and actually being able to make one.”  Students really do leave being a FORCE for CHANGE!
If you’d like to make a donation in support of these programs, you can send a check to Sierra Student Coalition, 408 C St. NE, Washington, D.C. 20002, payable to “Sierra Student Coalition.”
