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Whereas, the United Nations, the World Meteorological Association, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change,
 the National Academy of Sciences, and NASA agree that the earth’s climate is changing as a result of human activities, and that these activities will raise the globally averaged mean temperature by between 2.5 and 10.4 degrees Fahrenheit, relative to 1990 levels, by 2100;
  

Whereas, this temperature increase will likely raise sea levels
 and increase the incidence of heat waves,
 hurricanes,
 and other natural disasters in the United States and throughout the world;

Whereas, renowned NASA climate scientist James Hansen argues that human carbon emissions will have to peak and begin to decline by 2015 if the world is to avoid a dangerous “climate tipping point,” beyond which sea levels could rise by eighty feet and 60 percent of species could become extinct;

Whereas, the United States – the world’s largest emitter of greenhouse gases and the source of about one fourth of the world’s carbon dioxide pollution
 – must reduce its greenhouse gas emissions dramatically if this goal is to be achieved; 

Whereas, federal policies have failed to generate climate solutions adequate for ensuring American greenhouse gas emissions reductions;

Whereas, state governments, corporations, universities, and other influential institutions are beginning to tackle the problem of climate change by committing to significant greenhouse gas emissions reductions through the purchase of clean renewable energy from wind and other sources;

Whereas, these commitments have expanded markets and industries in states like Pennsylvania, California, New York, and Wisconsin through their efforts to combat climate change;

Whereas, colleges and universities are playing particularly important roles in the push for clean energy and the development of state and regional economies;

Whereas, the United States Department of Energy considers 29 American colleges and universities (16 of them public) to be members of its Green Power Network, in recognition of their large renewable energy commitments;

Whereas, the 56 colleges and universities of the Pennsylvania Consortium for Interdisciplinary Environmental Policy have, in collaboration with other state institutions, helped grow their state’s wind power industry;

Whereas, the University of Pennsylvania has demonstrated the enormous potential of a single large, respected university to improve environmental and economic outcomes; whereas the University of Pennsylvania purchases 112,000 megawatt-hours of energy (29% of its total needs) from wind power, an amount equivalent to the annual energy consumption of 10,500 average American homes;
 and whereas the EPA has attributed the construction of a new 12-turbine industrial wind farm to the University of Pennsylvania’s efforts alone;

Whereas, the University of Michigan is one of the largest and most respected universities in the world,
 and

Whereas, the University of Michigan purchases approximately 400 megawatt-hours of electricity per year, giving it the potential to grow its state’s renewable energy economy substantially; 

Whereas, Penn State University has demonstrated the ability of a large public university to make equally meaningful commitments without exceeding its budget by increasing its renewable energy purchases from 5 percent of total energy consumption in 2001 to 20.5 percent in 2007 and paying an average price of only 0.5 cents per kilowatt-hour (compared with 1.4 cents per kilowatt-hour, the average price under its previous contract);

Whereas, the University of Michigan is Michigan’s flagship public university and one of the largest public universities in the United States,
 and

Whereas, the University of Michigan currently purchases less than one percent of its energy from renewable sources and has so far failed to address the climate challenge;

Whereas, New York University (NYU) currently purchases 118,000 megawatt-hours of renewable energy, 100% of its needs, making it the thirteenth largest renewable energy purchaser and the largest university renewable energy purchaser in the United States; 

Whereas, in obtaining one third of its purchased energy from renewable sources immediately, the University of Michigan would surpass NYU as the United State’s largest university renewable energy purchaser and would achieve recognition as the number ten green power purchaser in the country;

Whereas, being a green university has never been more marketable and attractive, given mounting concerns among students and faculty about the risks of climate change and the growing list of colleges and universities that have improved their images and the economies around them by stepping up to the climate challenge;

Whereas, renewable energy purchases improve state economies by creating as many as ten times more jobs than comparable investments in the traditional fossil fuel energy sector;

Whereas, the price of wind energy has declined in recent years to a level well within the university’s financial capabilities and is expected to continue to fall;
   

Whereas, in Colorado, Oklahoma, and areas of Texas, the price of wind energy has fallen below the prices of traditional energies like coal power; 
 
 

Whereas, fossil fuels have recently increased in price and this is expected to continue;

Whereas, the University of Michigan’s annual energy costs rose by tens of millions of dollars between 2004 and 2005, due in large part to rising natural gas prices;

Whereas, the University has a long history of progressive social, political, and environmental leadership;
 

Whereas, in 2004, University President Mary Sue Coleman declared: “Environmental stewardship is a key responsibility of the University, the city of Ann Arbor, and, indeed, the nation.  The importance of stewardship is reflected not only in its relevance to our students, faculty, staff, and alumni, but also in response to growing environmental challenges such as global warming, urban sprawl, limited natural resources and the loss of biodiversity.  In its role as a world-class educational institution, the University of Michigan has historically led by example.  With respect to environmental stewardship, the University should pursue leadership in its approach to environmental policies, practice, and education by setting a standard for other universities, for the state, and for the local community.” 
 

Whereas, the University of Michigan has the financial and organizational ability to significantly reduce its greenhouse gas emissions and become an environmental leader;

Therefore, be it resolved that it is imperative that the University of Michigan act now to significantly reduce its greenhouse gas emissions and become an environmental leader for the state of Michigan and the wider United States;

Be it further resolved, that the Michigan Student Assembly support the efforts of the Environmental Issues Commission in advocating for an increase in the University of Michigan’s renewable energy commitment;

Be it further resolved, that the President of the Michigan Student Assembly will sign a letter written by the Environmental Issues Commission to the President of the University of Michigan, Mary Sue Coleman, encouraging the University of Michigan to purchase some combination of Michigan-based renewable energy and renewable energy certificates amounting to one third (33%) of the University’s total energy consumption immediately (i.e. by the beginning of the Fall 2007 semester), to purchase 50% of its energy from renewable energy sources by the year 2011, and 100% of its energy from renewable sources by the year 2015; and

Be it finally resolved, that the Environmental Issues Commission will, on behalf of the Michigan Student Assembly, write a statement for publication in the Michigan Daily to support the three renewable energy purchase targets mentioned above.






Resolution in Support of Increasing the University of Michigan’s Renewable Energy Purchases
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�This is an interesting phrase.  I think it should be deleted and replaced with something along the lines of  “in advocating for an increase in the University of Michigan’s renewable energy purchases;”


�Are these targets realistic?





