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NEWS RELEASE

For immediate release: August 31 2004


Contact: Adriana Raudzens, 303-746-1491




Citizens Camp Out at Regional Forest Office to Support Colorado’s Forests

“Pitch-in” Calls on Bush Administration to Stop Destroying Roadless Rule


Denver – Citizens from across the metro area pitched their tents in front of the Forest Service regional headquarters in Lakewood today. Local residents demonstrated to the Bush Administration that support for roadless area protections in Colorado is stronger than ever,  and called on the Forest Service to maintain the strongest level of protections for our national forests.

 “Hiking in our beautiful wild areas is part of the Colorado way of life, but the Bush administration is putting our forests, and our Colorado heritage, at risk. Coloradans cherish areas like the XXXXForest, but the administration is going against the public interest by reversing our forest protections,” said Adriana Raudzens, associate field representative for the Sierra Club. 

The Sierra Club, along with other conservation and recreational groups, is protesting the Bush Administration’s July 12 decision to strip roadless areas of national protections. The proposed roadless rule changes would force governors to petition the US Department of Agriculture to keep individual roadless wild forests in their states protected. 

In many cases, individual states may be easily pressured to accomodate the interests of the timber and oil and gas industries rather than protect popular backcountry areas where Coloradans hike and recreate, which is why citizens are up in arms.

Professor Becky Dickson, a native Coloradan and Sierra Club leader, pointed out to the gathered crowd that the original Roadless Area Conservation Rule was the most popular rule-making in American history. “To date, the Forest Service has received more than 2.5 million comments from the American people, 95 percent of which favor the strongest protections for these wild forests. Why is the Bush administration ignoring what the public wants?” 

Coloradans submitted 36,000 comments to the Forest Service, 92% of which supported protecting roadless areas.  Colorado’s roadless areas total 4.4 million acres, or roughly one-third of the state’s national forests.
Bill Leuchten, business owner of Front Range Anglers, also spoke at the rally in front of the Forest Service regional headquarters. “Building roads and introducing logging near streams will undoubtedly affect fish populations; and being in the fishing business, I feel supporting the strongest roadless area protections is a no-brainer.” 

Leuchten, like many of the citizens gathered at today’s protest, also claims to enjoy roadless areas for their pristine conditions and recreational opportunities.

-more-
“The fact that the Bush Administration is attempting to undermine the most popular conservation rule-making is an injustice,” said Raudzens. “But it’s even more disturbing that the Bush Administration is failing to provide ample opportunity for citizen comment on their latest forest policy change.”

In the last roadless rule-making, Coloradans were able to attend 27 public hearings in state. Yet during the current 60-day comment period, the Forest Service has not planned a single meeting for the public. In response, conservation groups are holding their own public hearing at the University of Denver on September 8th from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the Lindsay Auditorium.
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