Sierra Student Coalition

Community Organizer Job Description

Job Title: Community Organizer
Department: Sierra Student Coalition Field Team 

Reports To: SSC Field Director, Conservation Chair

Scope:  The primary job of the Community Organizer is to bring together leaders from multiple campus groups in close geographic proximity to work on community-wide environmental organizing efforts.  Organizers are responsible for maintaining communication between all Sierra Student Coalition groups in his/her community.  The Community Organizer will serve on the statewide chapter organizing team to develop and run the SSC’s statewide campaigns.  Community Organizers are crucial to the functioning of the SSC’s grassroots chapter structure and therefore the position comes with the responsibilities described below.
Application Process:  Please submit the following application to the national office (sierra.student@sierraclub.org). Applications are reviewed on a rolling basis but should be submitted by June 1 in order to start the planning necessary to be ready for the beginning of the school year.  Your application will be reviewed by our office staff and approved by SSC’s student-run Executive Committee.

Requirements: 

1. Organizing Experience: 
a. Served as (or qualified to serve as) a Campus Organizer for at least one year. 
b. The Community Organizer will be able to answer questions and provide assistance to students that need guidance in planning campaigns and organizing campus groups. 
c. The Community Organizer will have experience and knowledge in grassroots activism on environmental issues so that she/he will be a resource to other SSC groups in the community and state. 
2. Training: Attended (or will attend in Summer 2006) an activist training program, preferably a Sierra Student Coalition Summer Program (SPROG).

3. Membership: Community Organizers will be paying members of the Sierra Club (Click here to join).

4. Existing Campus Groups: A community organizer position will become available when there are at least two registered and active campus groups in the area.

Job Activities:

1. Chapter Organizing Team: Community Organizers will serve on the SSC’s statewide chapter organizing team.  This team plans and runs the SSC’s statewide campaigns.  Statewide campaigns should be in line with the SSC’s national issue focus (Re-Energize America!) and the Sierra Club’s local priorities.  If possible, the campaign should be run in cooperation with the local Sierra Club chapter.  

2. Community Plans and Updates: Community Organizers will submit a written plan for their community campaign to the SSC Field Director by September 15, 2006.  Written updates on the community campaign and campus group activity are due on October 15, November 15 and December 15, 2006.

3. Outreach to Students and the Community: The Community Organizer will respond to inquiries from students interested in working on environmental issues in his/her area.  Questions from the community about the SSC and local groups will be directed to Community Organizers.  Replying to these inquiries must be done in a timely fashion (within one week of receiving the inquiry).
4. Mentorship: Community Organizers serve as a resource and mentor to SSC Campus Organizers in his/her community.  
5. Liaison to local Sierra Club: The Community Organizer will ensure that a connection between the SSC and the local or state Sierra Club is established and/or maintained. 

a. The Community Organizer will, at the least, arrange for a SSC Campus Organizer or another member of the SSC community to attend at least one Sierra Club meeting per semester, or have phone calls with the chapter office.  
b. Community Organizers will utilize local Sierra Club chapters as a recruitment partner.  

Sierra Student Coalition

Community Organizer Application

Personal Information

Name:






School: 

Group Name:





Year of Graduation:
Address:





Phone:
E-mail:
Reference:

Please provide the name of a person with knowledge of your organizing experience.  This will ideally be your advisor, a member of the SSC leadership/staff or Sierra Club leadership/staff.

Name:





Title:

Phone:




Email:

Organizing Experience
You may attach a resume to serve as your answer to question #1.  Please mention all your activism and leadership experience in this section, including your activities as a Campus Organizer.

1. Please list your activism/organizing experience (be specific; include lengths of time, responsibilities, and achievements)

2. Choose one campaign that you worked on and describe it in detail.

a. What role did you play in the campaign?

b. What events were a part of the campaign?  

c. How many people were a part of the campaign?  

d. Who did you recruit to help run your campaign?  What kind of role did (s)he/they play?

e. What was the outcome of the campaign?

Training Experience
Please list any trainings you have participated in, presented at or organized.  Include events inside and outside of the SSC.

Other

Please use this space to include other information not mentioned elsewhere in this application.

Existing Campus Groups

Please list the name, school, and contact person for the existing SSC campus groups in your area.
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